
Catholic Rural Life | Summer 2017    3

ContentsSummer, 2017 
Volume 59 Number 3

Catholic Rural Life 
(ISSN 1089-6570) is published by Catholic 

Rural Life (CRL) for its members. Our 
mission is to apply the teachings of 

Jesus Christ for the social, economic, 
and spiritual development of rural 

America with responsibility for the care 
of God’s creation. By providing spiritual, 

educational, and advocacy assistance,  
CRL helps rural people shape their  

futures and lead lives of dignity.

CRL Board of Directors
President, Most Reverend Paul D. Etienne 

Archbishop of Anchorage, Alaska
Most Reverend Michael W. Warfel 

Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, Mont.
Most Reverend Edward J. Weisenburger 

Bishop of Salina, Kan.
Most Reverend Brendan J. Cahill 

Bishop of Victoria, Texas
Mr. Ron Rosmann 

Rosmann Family Farms, Westphalia, Iowa
Reverend Gregory Mastey 

Pastor of Holdingford Area Catholic Community,  
Holdingford, Minn.

Sr. Esther Mary Nickel, RSM 
Associate Director of Worship, Diocese of Sioux City 

Religious Sisters of Mercy farm, Jackson, MN
Reverend Larry Snyder 

VP of Mission, University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minn.
Ms. Anne Cullen Miller 

President, Catholic Community Foundation, St. Paul, Minn.
Mr. Kelly Spiering 

Spiering Family Farms, Powell, Wyo.
Dr. Christopher Thompson 

Saint Paul Seminary School of Divinity, St. Paul, Minn.

Executive Director 
James Ennis

Staff:
Director of Development 

Peg Louiselle
Policy Consultant 

Robert Gronski
Director of Communication 

Morgan Smith
Project Coordinator 

Annie Brickweg
Bookkeeper 

Cassie Carter

Feature Stories
Life in the Rural Parish: Community, Leadership, Formation and Faith

 Magazine Design 
Jared Roddy and Morgan Smith

10Faith and Flying
The Life of a Rural Alaskan Priest 
— By Most Rev. Paul D. Etienne

A Thankful Heart
The Gifts of a Rural Parish Community
— By Janet Whitehair

16

A Shepherd for the Flock
The Rebuilding of a Parish Community
— By Morgan Smith

12

In This Issue - Executive Director James Ennis 6

CRL News 4
News and Notes

Commentaries
Adjusting to Change 
Preserving the Community & Culture of a Closing Parish
 – By Sr. Esther Mary Nickel, RSM

8

Lessons on Love
Communication in the Rural and Urban Parish 
 — By Erin Foushee

18

We Deliver 
Rural Ministry and Mission
— By Most Rev. Joseph J. Tyson 

20

Rural Healthcare
Policy Review
—By Robert Gronski 

22

Rural Parishes 2007 to 2017
Cultural Commentary 
— By Lydia R.

23


