€. ) CaTHOLICRURALLIFE

Applying the teachings of Jesus Christ for the betterment of rural America

-2 Contents

Catholic Rural Life
(ISSN 1089-6570) is published by Catholic
Rural Life (CRL) for its members. Our F S H
mission is to apply the teachings of eat u re to rl es

Jesus Christ for the social, economic, L. L. .
and spiritual development of rural Rural Women: The Feminine Genius in the Countryside
America with responsibility for the care
of God’s creation. By providing spiritual,
educational, and advocacy assistance,

The State of the Female Farmer

CRL helps rural people shape their
futures and lead lives of dignity. A closer look at women in agriculture 8

CRL BOARD OF DIRECTORS — By Robert Gronski

President, Most Reverend Paul D. Etienne
Bishop of Cheyenne, Wyo. . e
Most Reverend Michael W. Warfel Rural & Rellglous
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, Mont. L. ¢ X .
Most Reverend Edward J. Weisenburger Women religious bring the faith to the countryside

Bishop of Salina, Kan. _ By Jonathan Lledl
Mr. Ron Rosmann
Rossman Family Farms, Harlan, lowa

Reverend Gregory Mastey L] L]
Pastor of Holdingford Area Catholic Community, The PlllaI'S Of the Pal'lSh
Holdingford, Minn. .
: : Country churches thrive thanks to work of women

Ms. Elvira Ramirez

Catholic Charities, Stockton, Calif. — By Jonathan Liedl
Ms. Jennifer Kraska
Colorado Catholic Conference, Denver, Colo.

Sr. Esther Mary Nickel, RSM 3
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary, Denver, Colo. The Future Of Ag 1S Here and
Mr. Michael McGovern 3
chael McGovern Her Name 1s Laura
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Q&A with a young female rancher

James Ennis

— By Jonathan Liedl

STAFF:

SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW
Dr. Christopher Thompson
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT °
Peg Louiselle Commenta rles

PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Beth Hyser Women’s Work

PoLicy COORDINATOR 16
Robert Gronski — By Dr. Deborah Savage
ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATO.R
Chantel DeBlois Reflections of a (Newly) Rural Mother 18
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR .
Jonathan Lied| — By Amanda Ring
Roxie Harris on her
ranch in Wheatland, N ews a n d N Otes
Wyo. Photo submitted
by Bishop Paul D. CRL News 4
Etienne.
Jared Roddy Women Leaders in Rural America 6
0 ° In This Issue - Executive Director Jim Ennis
10% M|X
\Q Paper from
FoC  fesponsible sources Rural Women: Invaluable and Irreplacable 7

www.fsc.org FSC® COO 1 560

President’s Welcome = Bishop Paul D. Etienne

Catholic Rural Life | Fall 2015 9



