
Catholic Rural Life | Summer 2015     3

ContentsSummer, 2015 
Volume 57 Number 3

Catholic Rural Life 
(ISSN 1089-6570) is published by Catholic 

Rural Life (CRL) for its members. Our 
mission is to apply the teachings of 

Jesus Christ for the social, economic, 
and spiritual development of rural 

America with responsibility for the care 
of God’s creation. By providing spiritual, 

educational, and advocacy assistance,  
CRL helps rural people shape their  

futures and lead lives of dignity.

CRL Board of Directors
President, Most Reverend Paul D. Etienne 

Bishop of Cheyenne, Wyo.
Most Reverend Michael W. Warfel 

Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, Mont.
Most Reverend Edward J. Weisenberger 

Bishop of Salina, Kansas
Mr. Ron Rosmann 

Harlan, Iowa
Reverend Gregory Mastey 

Pastor of Holdingford Area Catholic Community,  
Holdingford, Minn.
Ms. Elvira Ramirez 

Catholic Charities, Stockton, Calif.
Ms. Jennifer Kraska 

Colorado Catholic Conference, Denver, Col.
Sr. Esther Mary Nickel, RSM 

St. John Vianney Theological Seminary
Mr. Michael McGovern 

Northfield, Minn.

Executive Director 
James Ennis

Staff: 
Senior Research Fellow 

Dr. Christopher Thompson
Director of Development 

Peg Louiselle
Program Coordinator 

Beth Hyser
Policy Coordinator 

Robert Gronski
Administrative Coordinator 

Chantel DeBlois
Communications Coordinator 

Jonathan Liedl
Catholic

The

Official 

Publication  

of Catholic

Rural 

Life 

Summer 2015
Volume 57
Number 3

Laudato Si and the Countryside
Caring for Our Common Rural Home

C������� R���� L���

Preparing Our Hearts to Receive God’s Gift  
In This Issue - Executive Director Jim Ennis

8

Praised Be God in Rural America 
President’s Welcome - Bishop Paul D. Etienne 7

CRL News 4

News and Notes

Applying the teachings of Jesus Christ for the betterment of rural America

Feature Stories
Laudato Si and the Countryside: Caring for Our Common Rural Home

18
Virtue: The Hidden Foundation of
Laudato Si
— By Leah Miller

Farmers: Loyal Stewards of the Household 
of God
— By Dr. Christopher Thompson

19

Commentaries

10
Laudato Si and the Vocation to 
Agriculture
A Prince of the Church explains the connection
— By Cardinal Peter K.A. Turkson

Rural Reactions
Receiving the encyclical in the countryside
— By Jonathan Liedl

14
The Road Home
A much-needed guide for the prodigal son
— By Robert Gronski

20

The patchwork 
landscape of green 
summer fields is a 

vibrant reminder of the 
glory of creation. 

Design 
Jared Roddy


